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Prime Minister Hashimoto. I guess we
have to shake hands again. [Laughter]

The President. Yes. Let me say very brief-
ly, it’s a great honor for me to have my friend
Prime Minister Hashimoto here in the Oval
Office. He made Hillary and me feel very
welcome in Japan not so very long ago, and
we’re glad to have him back here.

We just had his daughter and son-in-law
and grandchild in here. We were playing with
the baby, so we’re a little late in getting our
work started. And we had—but we had a very
good visit last night, and he was here at the
moment that the Chemical Weapons Con-
vention passed the Senate, which was a
happy coincidence for me and, I think, for
him. And we have a lot of business to transact
today, and I’m looking forward to this meet-
ing and also to the press conference that we
will have together after our meeting.

Mr. Prime Minister.
Prime Minister Hashimoto. [Inaudi-

ble]—when the Senate was just passing the
Chemical Weapons Convention. We were
able to share that joy. It was all the more
pleasing for me to share that great moment
with the President.

I expressed my sympathies for the damage
caused by the flooding in the State of North
Dakota and Minnesota. Also, I expressed my
gratitude to the—cooperation by the United
States up to the solution of this incident in
Peru. It was a wonderful moment between
the two of us. And I’m sure that we will have
very meaningful discussions in our meeting.

Trade with Japan
Q. Mr. President, do you think Japan

should go ahead with the additional food aid,
putting aside——

The President. We need to discuss that.
Q. ——Prime Minister on trade and par-

ticularly the current account, trade surplus,
sir?

The President. Obviously, we don’t want
it to go back up. We’ve made some real
progress. But we’ll discuss that. We’ll have
a press conference later.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. Prime Minister
Hashimoto spoke in Japanese, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter. A tape was not

available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Statement Announcing an Appeal of
the District Court Decision on
Tobacco Regulations

April 25, 1997

This is a historic and landmark day for the
Nation’s health and children. With this rul-
ing, we can regulate tobacco products and
protect our children from a lifetime of addic-
tion and the prospect of having their lives
cut short by the diseases that come with that
addiction. This is a monumental first step in
what we always knew would be a long, tough
road, and we are ready to keep pushing on.

This is a fight for the health and lives of
our children. Each day, 3,000 children and
young people become regular smokers, and
1,000 of them will have their lives cut short
as a result of smoking. This is a fight we can-
not afford to lose. It is a fight we cannot af-
ford to stop waging. The Vice President and
I are committed to protecting our children.

Our commonsense approach is aimed at
limiting the appeal of these products and
making it harder for children to buy them.
Retailers have the responsibility to make cer-
tain that they are not selling tobacco products
to anyone under 18. Asking them for a photo
ID is just plain common sense. Keeping to-
bacco billboards away from schools and play-
grounds is just plain common sense.

Senior attorneys from the Department of
Justice, the Department of Health and
Human Services, and the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration have carefully reviewed the Dis-
trict Court’s opinion. On the basis of that re-
view, the Solicitor General has informed me
that an appeal would be appropriate for that
part of the rule not upheld, and I have di-
rected that an appeal be filed.

We will continue to work to protect our
children and our children’s children. We will
not stop until we succeed. Where our chil-
dren’s health and safety are concerned, we
cannot, and we will not, rest.
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Message to the Senate on the
Chemical Weapons Convention

April 25, 1997

To the Senate of the United States:
I am gratified that the United States Sen-

ate has given its advice and consent to the
ratification of the Convention on the Prohibi-
tion of the Development, Production, Stock-
piling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on
their Destruction (the ‘‘Convention’’).

During the past several months, the Sen-
ate and the Administration, working to-
gether, have prepared a resolution of advice
and consent to ratification of unusual breadth
and scope. The resolution that has now been
approved by the Senate by a strong, biparti-
san vote of 74–26 contains 28 different Con-
ditions covering virtually every issue of inter-
est and concern. I will implement these pro-
visions. I will, of course, do so without preju-
dice to my Constitutional authorities, includ-
ing for the conduct of diplomatic exchanges
and the implementation of treaties. A Condi-
tion in a resolution of ratification cannot alter
the allocation of authority and responsibility
under the Constitution.

I note that Condition (2) on Financial
Contributions states that no funds may be
drawn from the Treasury for payments or as-
sistance under the Convention without statu-
tory authorization and appropriation. I will
interpret this Condition in light of the past
practice of the Congress as not precluding
the utilization of such alternatives as appro-
priations provisions that serve as a statutory
authorization.

I am grateful to Majority Leader Lott, Mi-
nority Leader Daschle, and Senators Helms,
Biden, Lugar, Levin, McCain and the many
others who have devoted so much time and
effort to this important ratification effort. It
is clear that the practical result of our work
together on the Convention will well serve
the common interest of advancing the na-
tional security of the United States. In this
spirit, I look forward to the entry into force
of the treaty and express my hope that it will
lead to even more important advances in

United States, allied, and international secu-
rity.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 25, 1997.

Message to the Congress on the
Chemical Weapons Convention
April 25, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the resolution of advice

and consent to ratification of the Convention
on the Prohibition of the Development, Pro-
duction, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical
Weapons and on Their Destruction, adopted
by the Senate of the United States on April
24, 1997, I hereby certify that:

In connection with Condition (1), Ef-
fect of Article XXII, the United States
has informed all other States Parties to
the Convention that the Senate reserves
the right, pursuant to the Constitution
of the United States, to give its advice
and consent to ratification of the Con-
vention subject to reservations, notwith-
standing Article XXII of the Conven-
tion.

In connection with Condition (7),
Continuing Vitality of the Australia
Group and National Export Controls: (i)
nothing in the Convention obligates the
United States to accept any modifica-
tion, change in scope, or weakening of
its national export controls; (ii) the Unit-
ed States understands that the mainte-
nance of national restrictions on trade
in chemicals and chemical production
technology is fully compatible with the
provisions of the Convention, including
Article XI(2), and solely within the sov-
ereign jurisdiction of the United States;
(iii) the Convention preserves the right
of State Parties, unilaterally or collec-
tively, to maintain or impose export con-
trols on chemicals and related chemical
production technology for foreign policy
or national security reasons, notwith-
standing Article XI(2); and (iv) each
Australia Group member, at the highest
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